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significant. Before his retirement he insured 
that generations of young writers could make 
an impact in the field of journalism, as he did, 
by passing on his vast knowledge as a visiting 
professor at universities across the country. 

Dick Smyser was not a personal friend of 
mine. After all, I am a politician, and he is a 
journalist. So, we could not be ‘‘friends.’’ How-
ever, I had many occasions to converse with 
him and enjoy his warmth and depth of per-
spective on Oak Ridge and our mutual com-
mitments to this very special place. 

Dick Smyser was simply a classic human 
being who was good to his family and friends. 
His departure from this earth left a large void, 
and we will always miss him but never forget 
him. 

May his legacy endure in the many lives 
that he touched and inspired.

f 

RECOGNIZING GRANT COMMUNITY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS, RE-
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Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a group of students from Grant 
Community Middle School in Salem, Oregon 
who were awarded a Presidential Environ-
mental Youth Award. Since 1971, this award 
has recognized young people from across the 
United States who have demonstrated a com-
mitment to the environment. 

This group of thirty 6th grade students from 
Grant, whom I recently had the pleasure of 
meeting, has made a real impact in the effort 
to restore habitat for an endangered animal, 
the Fender’s Blue Butterfly. As the Willamette 
Valley has been developed, the butterfly has 
lost its natural prairie habitat, and the Kincaid 
lupine plant, a major staple of the butterfly’s 
diet, has nearly disappeared. The butterfly has 
become so rare that at one point it was be-
lieved to be extinct. 

After learning about the Fender’s Blue But-
terfly, the class researched, created, and im-
plemented a three-year program to help pre-
serve this rare insect. The students worked 
with Marion County to convert Bonesteele 
Park into a native Willamette Valley prairie. 
Two years after the students began the 
project, Kincaid lupine plants began to grow 
and several of the endangered butterflies have 
been spotted in the area. 

The students also sought to raise aware-
ness among other young people about the im-
portance of natural prairie habitat by holding a 
Celebrating Prairie Festival. Over 600 elemen-
tary school students attended the festival, 
which included a bilingual play in English and 
Spanish that explained the threats facing the 
Fender’s blue butterflies. 

I commend these students for their efforts. 
Their hard work and dedication made a real 
difference that will help preserve this butterfly 
for future generations.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the services of the La-
dies Auxiliary of the Aberdeen Township Hose 
& Chemical Co. No. 1. 

This organization was formed on May 22, 
1930 for the purpose of raising funds in order 
to purchase fire equipment. Over their 75 
years of service, they have provided a com-
pletely equipped kitchen for a local firehouse, 
answered fire calls, and served coffee and 
sandwiches at lengthy fires, as well as many 
other unnamed services that have invaluably 
aided the fire company. 

The importance of firemen cannot be over-
stated. We were reminded of that on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. These brave men and 
women are irreplaceable, and the Ladies. Aux-
iliary of the Aberdeen Township Hose & 
Chemical Co. No. 1 has supported them 
through the years. It is never easy to work in 
a high risk and high stress job, yet the Auxil-
iary has helped the men and women of the 
Fire Company maintain a high morale and 
continue to protect the Aberdeen community. 

These women have served the Aberdeen 
Fire Company admirably for 75 years, and the 
Ladies Auxiliary stands ready to assist the Fire 
Company and give it the same unbending 
support for the next 75 years.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support for the CeaseFire Chicago pro-
gram and to celebrate CeaseFire week. Some 
of our nation’s youth faces gangs, drugs, and 
gun violence daily. As we proceed through 
CeaseFire week, from June 4–11, we ac-
knowledge community events such as peace 
marches, memorial services, and other civic 
gatherings held throughout Chicago. We must 
keep in mind the sheer violence our children 
encounter, and the direction we must take to 
solve this increasing problem. Programs such 
as CeaseFire help to steer at-risk children 
away from such pressures towards graduation 
and college. Indeed, CeaseFire Chicago 
sends outreach workers, clergy, and commu-
nity leaders into rough neighborhoods to men-
tor, respond to shootings, hand out fliers and 
encourage the students to stay off the streets. 
Today, 70 outreach workers volunteer their 
time to search for at-risk children in the Chi-
cago area. And it works! In my district, where 
CeaseFire is most active, violence has been 
reduced by an average of 45 percent. 

I believe by taking a more active stance on 
the issue of gangs and gun violence, we can 
help protect the children of tomorrow. 
CeaseFire has even been acknowledged and 
supported from the First Lady Laura Bush on 

her current trip to Chicago. This program has 
had a phenomenal impact on the children of 
Chicago, and the success would only be rep-
licated in other cities. Therefore, I urge my fel-
low colleagues to support such programs as 
CeaseFire Chicago. With our continued ef-
forts, we can continue to provide safe neigh-
borhoods and successful opportunities for our 
children.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bring to the attention of the 109th Congress 
the hard work of Mr. Nick Lugo, Mr. David 
Acosta, Mr. Robert Acosta, and Mr. Peter 
Spinella in planning the 116th Street Festival 
in East Harlem, El Barrio community. 

The 116th Street Festival is designed to 
highlight, embrace, and celebrate the cultural 
experiences of Hispanic families in the United 
States, the Caribbean, and beyond. This is the 
largest Latin Street Festival in North America 
and is nationally acclaimed as one of the three 
major Hispanic events in the United States. It 
draws our collective consciousness to the 
beauty, love, and familial bonds of Hispanic 
culture as well as the rich historical back-
grounds of Hispanic people. 

The 20th annual Festival will be held this 
Saturday, June 11, 2005. It will span 20 city 
blocks in the heart of El Barrio, have three en-
tertainment stages and hundreds of venders 
and corporate attractions, and draw crowds of 
hundreds of thousands of people from around 
the world. It is one of New York City’s largest 
and most popular celebrations and has pro-
vided over 40 scholarships to local high school 
students in East Harlem. 

The celebration promises to be a remark-
able experience and enlightening exposure to 
the culture of an often-unappreciated but im-
portant group of Americans. Major corpora-
tions such as Disney, Home Depot, and Fisher 
Price now join long-time sponsors Telemundo 
47, Coca-Cola, and SBS Communications in 
supporting the success and goals of this Fes-
tival. 

The success of the Festival is largely thanks 
to the work of Nick Lugo, David Acosta, Rob-
ert Acosta, and Peter Spinella of Abrazo Fra-
ternal organization. They brought the event to 
the East Harlem community in the 1980s and 
have tirelessly worked to make it a premier 
event for hundreds of thousands of Hispanic 
families and top entertainers. 

Nick Lugo is a prominent community and 
business leader within the New York City His-
panic community. His career spans over three 
decades and includes pioneering numerous 
events and activities that have enhanced the 
lives of Puerto Ricans and other Hispanics 
within the City. He was born in New York and 
is a graduate of Inter-American University of 
San German, Puerto Rico. With his wife and 
their daughter at his side, Nick has published 
La Voz Hispana, a weekly newspaper, and 
Canales Magazine, a monthly publication dedi-
cated to the Latino arts and entertainment in-
dustry. He is also the president of National 
Hispanic Expositions, Inc, Nick Lugo Travel, 
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